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2015

Best News Writing

FIRST

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
“Skyline’s new media policy restricts employees’ 
rights to free speech”
By Robert Bezemek, Attorney

Judges’ comments: This article addresses 
alarming trends in the larger society and reinforces 
the need for continued vigilance. A legal news 
story that addresses a contemporary issue, but 
is not written in legalese. It also illustrates how 
settled law is never settled. 

SECOND

United Teachers Los Angeles
“UTLA kicks organizing into high gear”
By Kim Turner, Communications Specialist

THIRD

Los Angeles College Faculty Guild
‘’Faculty Efforts Benefit Students’’
By Deborah Kaye

HONORABLE MENTION (TIE)

United Professors of Marin
“Remembering Pete Seeger”
By Arthur Lutz, Editor

AFT College Staff Guild
“Our Community Partners/Real Action on  
Black Job Crisis”
By Velma J. Butler, President; Dorothy Bates, First 
Vice President; Sandra Lepore, Executive Director; 
Steve Weingarten, Communications

Writing Awards
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Best Editorial or Column

FIRST

San Jose/Evergreen Federation  
of Teachers
“Prez Sez – The Real Violence in the NFL  
is Domestic”
By David Yancey, President

Judges’ comments: Compelling examination 
of a major societal issue. Illuminates the 
problem and points to positive steps that can 
be taken to address the issue. 

SECOND

San Francisco Community College 
Federation of Teachers
“Fighting the Inequality Agenda”
By Tim Killikelly, President

THIRD

Citrus College Adjunct Faculty 
Federation
“The State Budget Situation and how it will 
affect Citrus College”
By Bill Zeman, President

HONORABLE MENTION (TIE)

Los Angeles College Faculty Guild
”Celebrating 50 Years of Union Activism’’
By Joanne Waddell, President

Part-Time Faculty Association of Allan 
Hancock College
“American Higher Education, A System Built  
on Sand”
By Mark James Miller, President
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Best Feature Writing 

FIRST

San Mateo Community College 
Federation of Teachers
“Project Change at CSM”
By Katie Bliss, English Professor

Judges’ comments: A very moving story about 
incarceration…and to find out at the end of the 
article that she herself was incarcerated. “I was 
captivated,” said one judge. “underscoring the 
fact that there’s no end to what we can learn 
about labor and our movement.” 

SECOND

United Professors of Marin
“Connecting the Dots”
By Arthur Lutz, Editor

THIRD

Los Angeles College Faculty Guild
“Adjunct Spotlight”
By Michael Messina, Senders Communications

HONORABLE MENTION 

San Francisco Community College 
Federation of Teachers
“Faculty take the hit from budget austerity”
By Li Lovett, Editor
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FIRST (TIE)

Citrus College Faculty Federation
Cartoon Illustration: Frenzied Adjunct
By Mark Wessel

Judges’ comments: Definitely evokes emotion. 
“It makes me frantic just to look at it,” said 
one judge. “It’s disconcerting and jarring, and 
appealing, all at the same time.” 

Los Angeles College Faculty Guild
Take Action!
By Kristen Huizar, East Los Angeles College

Judges’ comments: This illustration embodies 
action. “It is so frantically happening,” said one 
judge. “There’s lots of movement – it’s hopping.”

SECOND

San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
We All Love City College, But “Beano” Gives  
Me Gas!
Jimmy Kelly, SJCC Labor Studies Faculty

THIRD

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
Skyline Faculty Invitation
By Paul Bridenbaugh, Skyline Art Professor

Visual Awards

Best Original Art or Photograph
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Best Use of Graphics 

FIRST

United Teachers Los Angeles
“Stages of Bargaining”
By Kim Turner, Communications Specialist;  
Daniel Barnhart, UTLA Secretary

Judges’ comments: This graphic is succinct, 
pointed and instructive. Nice use of a negotio-
meter. Strong and clear. 

SECOND

Coast Federation of Educators
Digital Ads
By Jacqueline Francisco, Media Coordinator

THIRD

Los Angeles College Faculty Federation
Take the Next Steps – 2014 Benefits & Retirement 
Conference
By Tina Randall Epherson, Communications

HONORABLE MENTION

San Mateo Community College Federation 
of Teachers
AFT 1493 logo and graphics for AFT 1493 
information packet
By Michelle Kern, CSM Part Time Representative 
and SCI Organizer
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Best Flyer or Poster

FIRST

United Teachers Los Angeles
Deasy Gang Wanted Poster
By Tammy Gann, Communications Specialist - 
Website

Judges’ comments: A clever take on the 
old-fashioned western-themed wanted poster 
— except that UTLA has turned it into an 
“unwanted” poster. The way the art informs the 
message is laudable. One judge said, “The only 
missing is the orange jump suits.” 

SECOND

Cabrillo College Federation of Teachers
Keeping the Community in Community Colleges
By Maya Bendotoff, Executive Director; Mark 
Moehina, Graphic Artist

THIRD 

Los Angeles College Faculty Federation
Perks for Adjuncts
By Tina Randall Epherson, Communications

HONORABLE MENTION (TIE) 

Coast Federation of Classified Employees
2014 Holiday Party Invitation
By Katherine Steed, Executive Director

Palomar Faculty Federation
Torlakson Comparison Flyer
By Jay Schultz, Art Professor; Debbie Forward, 
Communications Director and Organizer
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FEWER THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

Citrus College Adjunct Faculty Federation
Local Update
By Mark Wessel, Editor

Judges’ comments: Good coverage of state 
legislation and current events that impact 
members. Effectively brings statewide issues down 
to the local level, and how they will affect the 
college and the faculty. 

MORE THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

Ventura County Federation of College 
Teachers
AFT Action Update
By Steve Hall, President; Catrina Schambra, 
Administrative Assistant

Judges’ comments: Helpful reopener info — they 
followed the money that was available and why 
— in a clear manner. Important info delivered in a 
succinct manner — and in a reliable format.

SECOND (TIE)

Salinas Valley Federation of Teachers
Unity
By Steve McDougall, President

AFT College Staff Guild
In Strength and Unity/Hot Off the Press
By Velma J. Butler, President; Dorothy Bates, First 
Vice President; Sandra Lepore, Executive Director; 
Mercedes Gaitan, Secretary

Newsletter Awards

Best Single-Page Newsletter
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Best Four-Page Newsletter 

FIRST (TIE)

State Center Federation of Teachers
The Federalist
By Lacy Barnes, President; Leah Unruh, Editor

Judges’ comments: Professional design, 
very readable. Good consistent content, nicely 
delivered. Colorful and inviting. 

Coast Federation of Classified Employees
B.U.M. Bulletin
By Katherine Steed, Executive Director; Ann 
Nicholson, President; Connie Marten, Vice 
President and Chief Negotiator

Judges’ comments: Good consistent newsletter 
— with regular calendar and president’s message, 
news of all campuses, even ad advice column.  
Puts emphasis on building a sense of the union.
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FEWER THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

United Professors of Marin
UPM Newsletter
By Arthur Lutz, Editor

Judges’ comments: Excellent content. Good to 
see the continued identification of “deanlets.” Use 
of humor and cartoons is outstanding. Clever use 
of graphics and message to get people to join the 
union. 

SECOND

Newport-Mesa Federation of Teachers-R
N-MFT Retired
By Donna Ewing, Vice Chair-Communications

THIRD

ABC Federation of Teachers-R
ABCFT Retirees
By Julien Minard, Editor

MORE THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

Peralta Federation of Teachers
The Peralta Teacher
By Debbie Weintraub, Communications Director/
Past President; Matthew Goldstein, President

Judges’ comments: Lovely newsletter. Top-notch 
design, innovative presentation. Great content. 
Interesting stories. Nice focus on the local’s 
founders and excellent member-written content.

SECOND

San Mateo College Federation of Teachers
The Advocate
By Eric Brenner, Editor

THIRD

Adjunct Faculty Faculty United
AdFacts
By Judi McDuff, Executive Director

HONORABLE MENTION

San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
Faculty Matters
By Barbara Hanfling, Editor and Lead Writer; 
Sterling Warner, Assistant Editor; Patti Berg,  
Copy Edit and Layout

Best Six-or-more-Page Newsletter
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SPECIAL AWARD

Extension Cord Award
for keeping retirees plugged into the union  
— and charged

ABC Federation of Teachers-R
ABCFT Retirees
By Julien Minard, Editor

Newport-Mesa Federation of Teachers-R
N-MFT Retired
By Donna Ewing, Vice Chair-Communications

Judges’ comments: Big kudos to these Retiree 
Chapters for keeping six- and eight-page 
newsletters in continuous publication and helping 
to keep retirees connected to the union and the 
issues they care about. 

Best Tabloid Newsletter 

FIRST

United Teachers Los Angeles
United Teacher
By Kim Turner, Communications Specialist

Judges’ comments: Really engaging, very 
readable. Lots of news for all categories of 
members. Letters to the editor up front are 
inviting. Good way to communicate with  
retirees too.  

SECOND

San Francisco Community College 
Federation of Teachers
Union Action
By Li Lovett, Editor; Gwynnd Maestre, Graphic 
Designer
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Best Email Newsletter 

FIRST

San Francisco Community College 
Federation of Teachers
AFT 2121 Blast
By Athena Waid, Organizer; AFT 2121 Officers  
and Staff

Judges’ comments: This email is full of links, 
but uses them effectively. Balanced combination 
of text and links. The links broaden the scope of 
information presented. 

SECOND

San Mateo Community College Federation  
of Teachers
The Advocate
By Eric Brenner, Editor

Best Online Newsletter

FIRST

Los Angeles College Faculty Guild
Read On
By Deborah Kaye, Editor; Cherri Senders,  
Managing Editor

Judges’ comments: Acknowledges the 
technology-centered lives of users. The stories  
pop out. Good use of sidebar summary stories. 
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Best Use of Social Media 
FEWER THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

Novato Federation of Teachers
Facebook Events: NFT at the Hilltop
By Beverly Winsor, Executive Director

Judges’ comments: Monthly event page 
succeeds in getting members to attend a social 
event at local restaurant where members can 
discuss individual or site-wide concerns with local 
president and other executive board members. 

MORE THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

AFT College Staff Guild-Los Angeles
Facebook page
Velma J. Butler, President; Greg Whaling, 
Grievance Representative; Scott Matsuda, Support 
Staff

Judges’ comments: Leads the pack in featuring 
members front and center. A lot of members 
pictured at specific union events and actions, local 
and statewide. Also covers politics, the community, 
and the wider labor movement. 

SECOND

Los Angeles College Faculty Guild
Facebook page
Senders Communications

THIRD

Coast Federation of Classified Employees
Facebook page
Katherine Steed, Executive Director

HONORABLE MENTION

San Mateo Community College Federation  
of Teachers
Facebook page
Michelle Kern, Part-Time Representative

Web and Social Media Awards
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Best Website 
FEWER THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

Part-Time Faculty Association of Allan 
Hancock College
pfaofahc.com
Dorran Nadeau, Webmaster

Judges’ comments: Uncluttered home page 
with user-friendly navigation. The local’s blog is 
particularly impressive and well integrated into the 
overall site.

MORE THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST (TIE)

San Mateo Community College Federation  
of Teachers
aft1493.org
Eric Brenner, Webmaster

Judges’ comments: Well organized, attractive 
home page. Reader-friendly typographical visual 
hierarchy and use of color give contrast to head-
lines and navigation links. Good top and second-
ary level navigation. Easy to read. Effective use of 
footer. 

United Teachers Los Angeles
utla.net 
Tammy Lyn Gann, Communications Specialist-
Website

Judges’ comments: Slam-packed with 
information for both members and the wider 
community, yet presented in a reader-friendly way. 
Well-organized home page with wide range of 
important and interesting content. 

SECOND 

Coast Federation of Classified Employees
cfce.org 
Katherine Steed, Executive Director

THIRD

San Jose/Evergreen Faculty Association
fa-aft6157.org 
Patti Berg, Office Manager

HONORABLE MENTION 

AFT College Staff Guild-Los Angeles
local1521a.org 
Velma J. Butler, President; Frederick Blalock, Web 
Consultant; Scott Matsuda, Support Staff
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Best Single Effort 
FEWER THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

Part-Time Faculty Association of Allan 
Hancock College
All-Day Staff Presentation
By Mark James Miller, President

Judges’ comments: Comprehensive clear 
presentation that helps bring members up to speed 
on the union. Could be template for other unions. 

MORE THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

San Mateo Community College Federation  
of Teachers
Member Outreach Campaign
By Katharine Harer, Co-Vice President and Lead 
Organizer; Michelle Kern, Part Time Representative 
and Organizer

Judges’ comments: Powerful packet that 
illustrates the impact a member can have on his or 

her work life. Effective use of member testimonials 
and photos. Provides new members a way to 
immediately identify with the union.

SECOND

United Teachers Los Angeles
UTLA Organizing Video
By Tammy Lyn Gann, Communications Specialist

THIRD

Peralta Federation of Teachers
Broadside: Who is Cynthia Mahabir?
By Mark Greenside, PFT Emeritus; Debby 
Weintraub, Communications Director; Matthew 
Goldstein, President

HONORABLE MENTION

AFT College Staff Guild
Staff Guild 2014 Annual Membership Meeting 
Program
By Velma J. Butler, President; Dorothy Bates, First 
Vice President; Sandra Lepore, Executive Director

Campaigns and Special Projects
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Best Bulletin Series 

FIRST

Los Angeles College Faculty Guild
Loud and Clear
By Lou Siegel, Labor Liaison

Judges’ comments: Good title of bulletins – 
and good use of format that served to deliver a 
message. One judge said, “Design that informs the 
message.” Keeps people in the loop about contract 
negotiations. 

SECOND

Coast Federation of Classified Employees
Table Talk
By Katherine Steed, Executive Director; Ann 
Nicholson, President; Connie Marten, Vice 
President & Chief Negotiator

THIRD

Salinas Valley Federation of Teachers
Eye on the Board
By Juan Campos

HONORABLE MENTION

San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
AFT 6157 Negotiations News
By Negotiations Team: Mark Newton, Randy Pratt, 
Barbara Hanfling, Frank Espinoza, Jory Segal

SPECIAL AWARD

Sustained Humor and 
VigilanceAward

Salinas Valley Federation of Teachers
Eye on the Board
By Juan Campos

Judges’ comments: These board reports are not 
boring — they are entertaining to read, much like 
the recaps of Dowton Abbey. This bulletin series 
is proof of the continuing need to identify the 
missteps of school boards. 
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Best Public Relations 
FEWER THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

Part-Time Faculty Association of Allan 
Hancock College
Public Awareness Campaign, 2014
By Mark James Miller, President

MORE THAN 500 UNIT MEMBERS

FIRST

Palomar Faculty Federation
Tom Torlakson Campus Site Visit
By George Gastil, COPE Chair; Debbie Forward, 
Communications Director & Organizer

Judges’ comments: Continued effort over several 
months time to fill the lecture hall for the Torlakson 
speech. Combined different media to reach a unified 
goal.

SECOND

San Francisco Community College 
Federation of Teachers
City College Bill of Rights community campaign
By Athena Waid, Organizer; Li Lovett, Editor & 
Communications

THIRD (TIE)

San Jose/Evergreen Federation of Teachers
The EVC Connection to Historic Landmarks
By Arturo Villareal, EVC Council of Division 
Representative

Coast Federation of Educators
Dean Mancina’s Retirement
By Jacqueline Francisco, Media Coordinator
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SPECIAL AWARD

The Solidarity Award 

Peralta Federation of Teachers
Broadside: Who is Cynthia Mahabir?
By Mark Greenside, PFT Emeritus; Debby 
Weintraub, Communications Director; Matthew 
Goldstein, President

Judges’ comments: Using the situation of part-
timers as a microcosm this shows what could 
happen to any employee if they lose their job 
security. If the Vergara decision is shot down, 
this is what it will be like teaching in our schools. 
Shows that the collective action of the union 
prevailed. The union makes us strong.

SPECIAL AWARD

The Mouse That Roars 
Award

Part-Time Faculty Association of Allan 
Hancock College
Public Awareness Campaign, 2014
By Mark James Miller, President

Judges’ comments: In this small local in a 
conservative area and local President Mark James 
Miller —produces two columns a month for local 
news outlets. He is a prolific union writer who 
speaks up for the right things in well-written 
column after column — and a dogged unionist 
who consistently addresses critical issues in a 
public forum.


